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Outline

• Growth of Climate & Health workforce
• Role of climate projection data in advancing 

Climate & Health work
• Status of climate projection data in US and MN
• MN Climate Data Community of Practice
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Minnesota Climate & Health Program

CDC’s Climate-Ready States & Cities 
Initiative Grantees
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Minnesota Climate & Health Program

Fon Restorff



Example topics

• Drinking water

• Drought

• Pollen

• Built 
environment

• Emergency 
management

• Mental health

• Climate migrants

Example partners

• Federal agencies

• Tribes 

• State agencies

• Local 
governments

• Universities

• Businesses

• Community 
organizations

Example audiences

• Internal PH 
colleagues

• Project partners

• Public

• Fellow grantees

• Politicians, 
decision-makers

• Students

Minnesota Climate & Health Program
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By Susan Sterner - http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/12/images/20011202-1.html, Public Domain.

CDC’s Climate-Ready States & Cities 
Initiative Grantees



Source: https://www.globalhealthhub.org/2011/07/18/sdhdeterminants/

Climate Projection Data: Essential Tools for Public 
Health



Image courtesy of Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, USA

What are climate projection data?

Estimates of future climate characteristics 
derived from complex global climate models for 

time periods many decades into the future. 

Incorporate physics, chemistry, biology of our 
planet and their interactions with GHG 

emissions, population and technology changes, 
and more.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Louis_Pasteur, Acagastya [CC0]

Climate Projection Data: Enabling a view to the 
future 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Louis_Pasteur


Why do we need climate projection data?

The Past No Longer Predicts the Future



Source:globalchange.gov
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Climate Projection Data



We need freely available, high quality, facilitated 

climate projection data that have been developed 

and downscaled specifically for Minnesota to inform 

development of climate resiliency strategies across 

Minnesota sectors and disciplines.  



Challenges

• Time and cost

• Computing power

• Expertise

• Guidance for end-users

• Consistency



Quest for Climate Data in MN

• 1999 – SF 2226

• 2016 – LCCMR

• 2019 – HF 1251

• 2020 - ?
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Climate Projection Data for Minnesota

By Ricinator - https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=61106861

MN Climate Data Community 
of Practice

Mission: to encourage and 
enable use of climate 
projection data within a 
collegial, collaborative 
environment with the goal of 
advancing climate knowledge 
and resiliency actions for 
Minnesota.



Stay Connected!
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Brenda Hoppe, PhD

brenda.hoppe@state.mn.us

Thank you!
Feel free to send me an email with any comments or questions. 
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