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WHO'S WAGING IT
WHY IT MATTERS
WHAT WE CAN DO ABOUT IT

FOREWORD BY LAWRENCE M. KRAUSS
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Thomas Jefferson

Scientist-Statesman
on democracy

“Wherever the people are

- well informed they can be

- trusted with their own
government...”

~ The fundamental argument
for democracy
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on democracy
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. 1. Complexity
2. Objectivity
* 3. Grievance-ldentity
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1. Complexity

A matter of know-how has become a matter of belief.
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Journalists have embraced subjectivity even as we gain
more objective knowledge than ever

Voice of San Diego: New Reporter Guidelines.

We only do something if we can do it better than anyone or if no one else is
doing it.

* We must add value. We must be unique.

Three things to remember for each story:

* Context

* Authority

* Not just what 1s happening, but what it means

There is no such thing as ob!'ectivitx.

* There 1s such thing as fairness.

* But everyone sees everything through their own filter. Acknowledge that, let 1t
liberate you. Let 1t regulate you.

* We are not guided by political identification, by 1deology or dogma. But every
decision we make, from what to cover to how to cover it, 1s made through our own
subjective judgments.

* We are guided by an ability to be transparent and independent, to clearly assess
what’s going on 1in our community and have the courage to plainly state the truth.
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2. Objectivity
Journalists have embraced subjectivity even as we gain
more objective knowledge than ever

Journalism ey Propaganda
Linda Ellerbee e

Co-host of NBC News Overnight,
ABC’s Our World, and Nickelodeon’s
award-winning Nick News

Margarita Simonyan
Editor-in-chief
News and pro-Russia propaganda network
RT.

“All journalism is opinion. This
IS only a matter of degree. ”

“We report news, not truth.

. . Quoted in a 2015 interview with Kommersant
Thgre_lg no”such thing as el (Vo
objectivity. -

CLIMATE CHANGE DEBATE
é& WHISTLEBLOWER POINTS TO MANIPULATED DATA
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Suzie Scientist says 2+2=4

Paul Postmodern says 2+2=6

Suzie Scientist: | can show with these
apples that Paul Postmodern is objectively

_Q_

Irrefutable
Evidence,



POLITICAL DEBATE
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*A L|ttle Fair
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¥ Fox | EDEN CO CEO
|\ tzen | "EDEN NEEDS THE JOBS”




A Little Fairy Tale
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RT America, a network known for sowing disinformation,
has a new alarm: the coming “5G Apocalypse’
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Politicians: How about a compromise”? New law:

Edenco gains from their manip%T%f)ﬁ, but the environment is degraded.
Citizens on both sides feel embittered, and loyal to their tribe.
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A Little Fairy Tale

“The system is rigged!”

IT'S A HOAX! o
THEY'RE STUPID, Zacan
BAD, GREEDY, %
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A Little Fairy Tale

| essons learned?

Complexity ~ Objectivity Grievance-ldentity
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THE WAR ON
SCIENCE

WHO'S WAGING IT
WHY IT MATTERS
WHAT WE CAN DO ABOUT IT
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Thank you for
listening.
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